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Cooper B-Line’s New ‘FA’ Fiberglass Cable Tray Receives  

American Bureau of Shipping Approval 
 

 New tray offers a practical choice for harsh marine environments. 

 
HIGHLAND, IL, August 27, 2010 – Cooper B-Line, a global provider of innovative, labor-saving support 

systems and enclosure solutions for engineered facility subsystem applications, has received approval 

from the American Bureau of Shipping (ABS) for its new ―FA‖ fiberglass cable tray—an important 

requirement for shipbuilders, and oil, gas and energy companies in coastal environments. 

 

Specifically, Cooper B-Line’s ―FA‖ fiberglass tray now meets the standards of the ABS Building and 

Classing Steel Vessels 4-8-4A1/9.1.  The stringent ABS approval process—which is required by 

electrical specifying engineers—involves four types of testing, including impact testing, electrical 

resistance and continuity testing, mechanical and load testing, and a smoke and toxicity flame test.  

 

―As one of only a handful of companies with an ABS-approved fiberglass tray, Cooper B-Line has 

solidified its leadership position in the cable tray sector,‖ said Kevin Kissling, President of Cooper B-

Line.  ―Major engineering procurement companies will benefit from this increase in fiberglass tray 

options for harsh marine environments.‖ 

 

All Cooper B-Line fiberglass cable trays feature special construction, and are coated with a surface veil 

to ensure a resin-rich surface and ultraviolet resistance.  ―FA‖ trays also feature rungs that are both 

mechanically fastened and adhesively bonded to the side rails, and are capable of supporting a 200 lb. 

concentrated load. The new tray is ideally suited for mass transit and marine applications. 

 

Cooper B-Line previously offered two separate fiberglass trays—one low smoke/zero halogen tray and 

another electrically continuous tray.  The ―FA‖ tray now encompasses both features, and is comprised of 

a fire-retardant material that dissipates static charges.   
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A full range of splices, fittings, covers and accessories are also available. 

 

With more than 30 years of experience manufacturing cable tray systems, Cooper B-Line has grown to 

become the industry leader by offering unmatched quality in both service and products.  For more 

information, please visit www.cooperbline.com/products/cabletray/ABS or contact a Cooper B-Line sales 

representative or sales engineer at 800-851-7415 x366. 

 
 
About Cooper B-Line 
Cooper B-Line, a subsidiary of Cooper Industries plc (NYSE: CBE), is a global provider of innovative, 
labor-saving support systems and enclosure solutions for engineered facility subsystem applications.  
Cooper B-Line's products are used in a variety of settings for the commercial, industrial, utility and OEM 
markets.   For more information, visit www.cooperbline.com. 
 
 
About Cooper Industries 
Cooper Industries plc (NYSE: CBE) is a global manufacturer with 2009 revenues of $5.1 billion.  
Founded in 1833, Cooper's sustained level of success is attributable to a constant focus on 
innovation, evolving business practices while maintaining the highest ethical standards, and meeting 
customer needs.  The Company has seven operating divisions with leading market share positions 
and world-class products and brands including: Bussmann electrical and electronic fuses; Crouse-
Hinds and CEAG explosion-proof electrical equipment; Halo and Metalux lighting fixtures; and Kyle 
and McGraw-Edison power systems products.  With this broad range of products, Cooper is uniquely 
positioned for several long-term growth trends including the global infrastructure build-out, the need to 
improve the reliability and productivity of the electric grid, the demand for higher energy-efficient 
products and the need for improved electrical safety.  In 2009, sixty-one percent of total sales were to 
customers in the industrial and utility end-markets and thirty-nine percent of total sales were to 
customers outside the United States.  Cooper has manufacturing facilities in 23 countries as of 2009.  
For more information, visit the website at www.cooperindustries.com. 
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